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Senior C/Country C’Ship
1926 Winning Team

Club was formed in 1915 and
affiliated to  the Gache
Athletic Association. The
T other athietic body in lreland at that
pericd was under the suspices of the
L lnsh intermatio championship club
| The Dublia Cuy Harriers Club sulfered
i the loss ol many of it's athletes due 10
S mtetnment and i was not antid 1927
¢ when the new sthlelicbody (NACALL)
was [ommed, that the club began o pros-
ipet Al Irish  athictes we at- last
S together uader the once banner, Sadly.
this was not o last ong!
I The fiest of Dublin city clubmen to
show promise was John Tunmins who
| would become one of the club’s legen
| dary figures. A real “Dub” John, at the
{age of 23 led the club to their sl
Dublin  Cross Country Champions
victory in 1924 with John winnin;
mdividual title, showing & clcan §
of heels 10 upwards of 200 ron
That same year he won the inaug
race for the Metropolitan Shicld
club championship and again m 19
{ he repeated this feat. In that year b
two of {he club, John O'Connor and
Willie Biown took silver and bronee
medals in the National Marathon, the
| winner being Des McKeown of Black
tock A.C. in the time of 2 hours
1 minutes 28 scconds,

In 1926 Timmins won his first
cross country green singlet for leelur
i and was again (0 sepresent bis country

in Ayr, Scotland (1928), Pans (1929)
and Leamington Spa in_ 1930, [h
this period John took fime out 1o ¥
f @ fow Leinster track titles over 4
niiles and way vichually unb
the road racing clrouit, often 1
off scratch and giving tine
| opponents in Handicap Ra
§ were all the rsge at that tin
| onee told me that he won s
mifer Dublin to Skerries and
hours rest he ran in s mikc ¢
and duly won it also
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Second Prize, Marathon

2 Hrs 52 Min, 22 Secs - Native Record

Clonliffc Harriers runner, Billy Motton
(who would later become world famaous
as 4 race promoter) led the ficld as the
arena was reached. To Billy's constern

ation the stadium gate was closed. It |

had been blown shut by the strong wind
that faced the athletes that day. Alter
a short delay the harassed pateman
arrived 1o open the gate and so also had
a very fast finishing John Timmins who
no mistake over the last mile
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Senior C/Country C'Ship
1926-27 Winning Team

by many

stage (a1 33y ag urtied his |
sights 1o the marathon. In his fiest effory |

he won silver in the national marathon

and again was sccond best in what was |
1o be the last ever failteann games |

matathon. However, in the summer of

1933 camw another proud moment for |
Johp when he stood on the rostrum 1o |
feceive  his  national marathon gold |

medal. John's time was a new Irish beg

time, 2 hours 49 mins 52 secs on 31

warm humid day. A framed certificate
commemorating this eveat, is sl on
display in Timmins’s  medal/jewellcry
premises in Camden  Street, Dublin
John - sicoessfully  defended  his
title in 1934, though the
L3 hrs 34 mins 15

marathon
time was much slow
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frue stony,

It was in the carly 1930%, Joly
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mile 1oad race which was
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